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taboo Noun A social or cultural 

prohibition or 
restriction 

            Discussing finances is a 

taboo in some families. 

Prohibition, 

restriction 

Acceptance, 

allowance 

tacit Adjective Understood or 
implied without 

being stated 

            

             
                 
         

Their tacit agreement 
was evident. 

Implied, 
understood 

Explicit, 
expressed 

taciturn Adjective Reserved or 
uncommunicative 
in speech 

            
      

            

     

Her taciturn nature made 
her seem mysterious. 

Silent, 
reserved 

Talkative, 
communicative 

taint Verb Contaminate or 

spoil 
        
        

          The spilled oil tainted the 

water. 

Contaminate, 

spoil 

Purify, cleanse 

tale Noun A narrative or 
story 

 థ       He told a captivating 
tale. 

Story, 
narrative 

Reality, fact 

tame Adjective Domesticated, not 

wild 
                 , 

        

The horse was tame and 

friendly. 

Domesticated, 

mild 

Wild, ferocious 

tamper Verb Interfere in 
something in a 

harmful way 

            
         

          

             

He tried to tamper with 
the evidence. 

Interfere, 
meddle 

Assist, improve 

tangible Adjective Perceptible by 

touch; clear and 
definite 

         
        

               
     

The rough surface was 

tangible. 

Touchable, 

concrete 

Intangible, 

abstract 

tangle Verb Twist together in a 
confused mass 

            The ropes became 
tangled as we pulled 

them. 

Entwine, 
complicate 

Untwist, 
simplify 

tantalize Verb Torment or tease 
with the sight of 

something 
unattainable 

                      
          

He tantalized the dog 
with the treat. 

Tempt, tease Satisfy, gratify 
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tame Adjective Domesticated, not 

wild 
                 , 

        

The horse was tame and 

friendly. 

Domesticated, 

mild 

Wild, ferocious 

tamper Verb Interfere in 

something in a 
harmful way 

            
         

          

             

He tried to tamper with 

the evidence. 

Interfere, 

meddle 

Assist, improve 

tangible Adjective Perceptible by 
touch; clear and 

definite 

         
        

               
     

The rough surface was 
tangible. 

Touchable, 
concrete 

Intangible, 
abstract 

tangle Verb Twist together in a 
confused mass 

            The ropes became 
tangled as we pulled 

them. 

Entwine, 
complicate 

Untwist, 
simplify 

tantalize Verb Torment or tease 
with the sight of 
something 

unattainable 

                      
          

He tantalized the dog 
with the treat. 

Tempt, tease Satisfy, gratify 

tardy Adjective Delayed, late                      He arrived tardy to the 
meeting. 

Late, delayed Prompt, early 

tarnish Verb Lose or cause to 

lose luster 
                              The silver began to 

tarnish over time. 

Stain, blemish Polish, shine 

tatter Noun Ragged clothing, 
torn pieces 

             

        
         The flag was a tatter after 

the storm. 
Ragged, worn-
out 

New, intact 

tattle Verb Reveal secrets or 

gossip 
             

         

They like to tattle about 

neighbors. 

Reveal, gossip Hide, conceal 

taunt Verb Tease or provoke 
in a mocking way 

            The player taunted his 
opponent. 

Mock, provoke Praise, 
compliment 

tedious Adjective Boring, 

monotonous 
           The lecture was tedious. Boring, dull Exciting, 

interesting 
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teem Verb Be full of or 

swarm with 
                  The pond teemed with 

fish. 

Overflow, 

swarm 

Empty, scarce 

temerity Noun Excessive 
confidence or 
boldness 

             She had the temerity to 
argue. 

Boldness, 
audacity 

Shyness, 
timidity 

tempest Noun A violent windy 

storm 
           

        
            The tempest lasted for 

hours. 

Storm, 

hurricane 

Calm, peace 

tenable Adjective Capable of being 

defended 
                           The theory seemed 

tenable. 

Defensible, 

sustainable 

Indefensible, 

untenable 

tenacious Adjective Holding fast, 
persistent 

              Her tenacious attitude 
paid off. 

Persistent, 
determined 

Yielding, weak 

tenet Noun A principle or 
belief 

             The tenet of honesty is 
important. 

Belief, 
principle 

Disbelief, doubt 

tenor Noun The general tone 
or character of 
something 

                     The tenor of the letter 
was formal. 

Tone, mood Meaningless, 
trivial 

tentative Adjective Not certain, 

provisional 
                They made a tentative 

plan. 

Provisional, 

temporary 

Certain, 

definite 

tenuous Adjective Very weak or 
slight 

             The argument was 
tenuous at best. 

Weak, fragile Strong, 
substantial 

tardy Adjective Delayed, late                      He arrived tardy to the 

meeting. 

Late, delayed Prompt, early 

tarnish Verb Lose or cause to 
lose luster 

                              The silver began to 
tarnish over time. 

Stain, blemish Polish, shine 

tatter Noun Ragged clothing, 

torn pieces 
             

        
         The flag was a tatter after 

the storm. 

Ragged, worn-

out 

New, intact 

tattle Verb Reveal secrets or 
gossip 

             
         

They like to tattle about 
neighbors. 

Reveal, gossip Hide, conceal 
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taunt Verb Tease or provoke 

in a mocking way 
            The player taunted his 

opponent. 

Mock, provoke Praise, 

compliment 

tedious Adjective Boring, 
monotonous 

           The lecture was tedious. Boring, dull Exciting, 
interesting 

teem Verb Be full of or 
swarm with 

                  The pond teemed with 
fish. 

Overflow, 
swarm 

Empty, scarce 

temerity Noun Excessive 
confidence or 
boldness 

             She had the temerity to 
argue. 

Boldness, 
audacity 

Shyness, 
timidity 

tempest Noun A violent windy 

storm 
           

        
            The tempest lasted for 

hours. 

Storm, 

hurricane 

Calm, peace 

tenable Adjective Capable of being 
defended 

                           The theory seemed 
tenable. 

Defensible, 
sustainable 

Indefensible, 
untenable 

tenacious Adjective Holding fast, 
persistent 

              Her tenacious attitude 
paid off. 

Persistent, 
determined 

Yielding, weak 

tenet Noun A principle or 
belief 

             The tenet of honesty is 
important. 

Belief, 
principle 

Disbelief, doubt 

tenor Noun The general tone 

or character of 
something 

                     The tenor of the letter 

was formal. 

Tone, mood Meaningless, 

trivial 

tentative Adjective Not certain, 

provisional 
                They made a tentative 

plan. 

Provisional, 

temporary 

Certain, 

definite 

tenuous Adjective Very weak or 
slight 

             The argument was 
tenuous at best. 

Weak, fragile Strong, 
substantial 

tenure Noun The period during 

which someone 
holds a position 

         His tenure lasted five 

years. 

Term, period Lifetime, 

permanence 

tepid Adjective Lukewarm, 
showing little 

enthusiasm 

        The reception was tepid. Lukewarm, 
indifferent 

Enthusiastic, 
passionate 
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terminate Verb Bring to an end              They decided to 

terminate the agreement. 

End, conclude Start, begin 

territory Noun An area of land 
under a 
jurisdiction 

              This territory is under 
protection. 

Region, area Free land, 
unclaimed 

testimony Noun A formal statement 

given as evidence 
          Her testimony was 

crucial in court. 

Statement, 

declaration 

Denial, 

refutation 

tramp Verb Walk heavily or 
noisily 

                         He tramped through the 
muddy fields. 

Stomp, march Tiptoe, tread 
lightly 

trance Noun A half-conscious 

state 
          
          

             She seemed lost in a 

trance. 

Daze, stupor Awareness, 

consciousness 

tranquil Adjective Calm and peaceful            

      
         

          
       

The lake was tranquil at 
sunrise. 

Calm, serene Agitated, 
chaotic 

transcribe Verb Put into written 

form 
            
     

                 Please transcribe the 

notes from the meeting. 

Write, record Erase, ignore 

transgress Verb Go beyond the 
limits 

          
         

             He transgressed the 
boundaries set by law. 

Violate, 
infringe 

Obey, comply 

transient Adjective Lasting for a short 
period 

          

          
               The transient moment of 

happiness passed 
quickly. 

Temporary, 
brief 

Permanent, 
lasting 

transit Noun The act of passing 

through 
                            The transit through the 

city was smooth. 

Passage, travel Stay, 

immobility 

transition Noun The process of 
change 

                           The transition from night 
to day was beautiful. 

Changeover, 
transformation 

Stagnation, 
stability 
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transmissio

n 

Noun The act of sending 

something 
                  Data transmission is 

essential for 
communication. 

Broadcast, 

sending 

Reception, 

receipt 

transparent Adjective Easily seen 
through or 

understood 

        
             
              

          Her intentions were 
transparent. 

Clear, obvious Opaque, 
obscure 

trash Noun Waste material, 

refuse 
             Dispose of the trash 

properly. 

Garbage, junk Treasure, asset 

trauma Noun A deeply 
distressing 
experience 

          

        
       

              
           

The accident was a major 
trauma for her. 

Shock, ordeal Comfort, ease 

traverse Verb Travel across or 
through 

         
           

     We will traverse the 
mountains tomorrow. 

Cross, journey Stay, halt 

treachery Noun Betrayal of trust            His treachery cost him 

his friends. 

Betrayal, 

deceit 

Loyalty, 

faithfulness 

treason Noun The crime of 
betraying one's 

country 

                He was accused of 
treason against the state. 

Disloyalty, 
betrayal 

Loyalty, 
patriotism 

treaty Noun A formal 
agreement 

          

       

             They signed a peace 
treaty. 

Pact, 
agreement 

Disagreement, 
conflict 

tremendous Adjective Extremely large or 

great 
         The achievement was 

tremendous. 

Huge, 

enormous 

Tiny, 

minuscule 

trepid Adjective Fearful or 
apprehensive 

             He was trepid about his 
first flight. 

Afraid, fearful Confident, 
brave 

tribute Noun An act or gift of                         They paid tribute to the Homage, Insult, 
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respect fallen heroes. honor disrespect 

trifle Noun Something of little 
importance 

                     It's a mere trifle, don't 
worry. 

Insignificance, 
bauble 

Importance, 
significance 

thrall Noun A state of being in 

someone's power 
                            

    

He was in the thrall of 

his emotions. 

Bondage, 

captivity 

Freedom, 

independence 

thrash Verb Beat or strike 
repeatedly 

             The team thrashed their 
opponents. 

Beat, pummel Compliment, 
praise 

threshold Noun The point of entry 
or beginning 

                         She was on the threshold 
of a new life. 

Entrance, 
starting point 

Exit, ending 

thrifty Adjective Economical, 

avoiding waste 
             He's thrifty with his 

expenses. 

Economical, 

frugal 

Wasteful, 

extravagant 

thrive Verb To grow 
vigorously 

                         The business began to 
thrive. 

Flourish, 
prosper 

Decline, fail 

throb Verb A pulsing or 

beating sensation 
              Her heart throbbed with 

excitement. 

Pulse, beat Calm, stillness 

throng Noun A large, densely 
packed crowd 

                 The throng gathered in 
the square. 

Crowd, mass Scattering, 
separation 

thrust Verb Push forward 

forcefully 
                    He thrust his way 

through the crowd. 

Push, shove Pull, retreat 

thwart Verb Prevent someone 
from 

accomplishing 
something 

                    His plan was thwarted by 
opposition. 

Prevent, hinder Support, assist 

tinsel Noun Decorative 
metallic thread 

           ಆ         The gift box was 
wrapped with tinsel. 

Glitter, 
decoration 

Plain, simple 

tirade Noun A long, angry 
speech 

                          The politician launched 
into a tirade. 

Rant, outburst Praise, calm 

toil Verb Hard, continuous 
work 

             The workers toiled all 
day. 

Labor, work Rest, relaxation 

topple Verb Fall over, collapse                 The structure toppled 

under pressure. 

Collapse, fall Hold, stabilize 
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torment Verb Severe mental or 

physical suffering 
                     She was tormented by 

guilt. 

Agony, 

distress 

Comfort, relief 

torpid Adjective Inactive, sluggish       ಆ    The heat made everyone 
feel torpid. 

Inactive, 
lethargic 

Active, 
energetic 

totter Verb Move in an 
unsteady way 

          He tottered on the edge. Wobble, 
stagger 

Stabilize, 
balance 

toxic Adjective Poisonous, 
harmful 

       The chemical was highly 
toxic. 

Poisonous, 
lethal 

Harmless, safe 

trait Noun A distinguishing 
characteristic 

         Patience is a valuable 
trait. 

Feature, 
characteristic 

Flaw, 
imperfection 

traitor Noun A person who 

betrays another 
              He was branded a traitor. Betrayer, 

deceiver 

Loyalist, 

supporter 

trajectory Noun The path of a 
moving object 

             The missile followed a 
specific trajectory. 

Path, course Random path, 
aimlessness 

triumph Noun A great victory or 

achievement 
         The team celebrated their 

triumph. 

Victory, 

success 

Defeat, failure 

trivial Adjective Of little value or 
importance 

         

    

       The matter was too 
trivial to discuss. 

Insignificant, 
minor 

Important, 
significant 

tug Verb Pull something 
hard or suddenly 

                    He tugged the rope with 
all his might. 

Pull, yank Release, loosen 

tumble Verb Fall or roll over 
unexpectedly 

           She tumbled down the 
hill. 

Fall, drop Rise, stabilize 

tumult  Noun A loud, confused 

noise 
            A tumult erupted in the 

stadium. 

Commotion, 

uproar 

Calm, peace 

turmoil Noun A state of great 
disturbance 

               The country was in 
turmoil. 

Chaos, unrest Order, stability 

turpitude Noun Depravity or 

wickedness 
            The scandal exposed the 

turpitude of the official. 

Corruption, 

immorality 

Virtue, morality 

tutelage Noun Protection of or 
authority over 

         She was under the 
tutelage of her mentor. 

Guidance, 
mentorship 

Neglect, 
disregard 
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someone 

tyrant Noun A cruel and 
oppressive ruler 

                    

ಆ    

The tyrant ruled with an 
iron fist. 

Dictator, 
oppressor 

Leader, 
liberator 

 


